Massachusetts Building Code

Pellet Stove Requirements

780 CMR 6007 SOLID FUEL-BURNING APPLIANCES

6007.1 Solid Fuel-fired Appliances, General. Solid fuel-fired appliances employed for comfort heating include, but are not limited to, room heaters and stoves, fireplace inserts, furnaces and boilers; additionally, the fuel for such appliances includes, but is not limited to wood and wood pellets, coal and various other solid fuels such as nut shells and corn, etc. Solid fuel-burning appliances shall be tested and listed by approved agencies and installed, operated and maintained in accordance

with such listing, the manufacturers’ requirements and otherwise conform to the requirements of 780 CMR 6007

Notes:

1. No solid fuel-burning appliance shall be installed in Massachusetts unless such appliance conforms to all applicable requirements of 780 CMR 6007, including the

testing and listing of all clearances to combustibles and identification of required

floor protection.

2. In the absence of explicit requirements of 780 CMR 6007, the applicable requirements of NFPA 211, as listed in Appendix A, shall apply.

6007.1.1 Listing Standards, Room Heaters, Stoves and Fireplace Inserts. Room heaters, stoves and fireplace stoves (inserts), employed for comfort heating shall be listed and tested to UL 1482 and/or ANSI/UL 737 as found in Appendix A and as applicable; all such appliances shall bear labeling as required in 780 CMR 6007.2 or 6007.3, as applicable. 

6007.1.2 Listing Standards, All Pellet Fueled Solid Fuel-burning Appliances. All pellet solid fuel-burning appliances sold for use in Massachusetts shall be tested and listed to

ASTM E 1509 as found in Appendix A and shall bear such labeling as required in 780 CMR 6007.2.

6007.2 Solid Fuel-burning Appliance Labeling (Not Central Heating Appliances). Every solid fuel-burning appliance utilized for comfort heating shall bear a permanent and legible factory-applied label supplied to the manufacturer and controlled by an approved testing agency; such label shall contain the following information:

1. Manufacturer’s name and trademark;

2. Model and/or identification number of the appliance;

3. Type(s) of fuel(s) approved;

4. Testing laboratory’s name or trademark and location;

5. Date tested;

6. Clearances to combustibles:

(a) Above top

(b) From front

(c) From back

(d) From sides

7. Floor protection;

8. National test (listing) standard(s); and

9. Label serial number.

3. Type(s) of fuel(s) approved;

4. Testing laboratory’s name or trademark and

location;

5. Date tested;

6. Clearances to combustibles:

(a) Above top

(b) From front

(c) From back

(d) From sides

7. Floor protection, if applicable;

8. National test standard(s);

9. Label serial number;

6007.4 Hazardous Locations. Solid fuel-burning appliances shall not be installed in hazardous locations (any location considered to be a fire hazard for flammable vapors, dust, combustible fibers or other highly combustible substances).

Exception: Solid fuel-fired appliances listed for such locations.

6007.5 Air for Combustion and Ventilation. Solid fuel-burning appliances shall be installed in a location and manner to assure satisfactory combustion of fuel, proper chimney draft and maintenance of safe operating temperatures. Combustion air may be obtained from interior spaces when the interior space containing the appliance has a volume, in cubic feet equal to 1/20 of the output Btu rating of all fuel-burning appliances in the space. When buildings are so tight as to preclude adequate infiltration, provisions shall be made to introduce outside air for combustion and ventilation.
6007.6 Chimney Connection. All solid fuel burning appliances shall be connected to chimneys in accordance with their listing, the manufacturer’s requirements and the requirements of 780 CMR 60.00, as applicable.

Exception: Solid fuel-burning appliances listed for exhaust vent termination other than through a chimney shall be vented in accordance with the manufacturer’s requirements.

6007.10 Floor Protection. Floor protection shall satisfy all listing requirements.

6007.10.1 Floor Protectors–Definition. Floor protectors are noncombustible surfacing applied to the combustible or noncombustible floor area underneath and extending in front, to the sides and to the rear of a heat producing appliance. For purposes of 780 CMR 6007.9, floor protectors must be noncombustible and have the necessary thermal conductivity to satisfy the appliance tested/listing floor protection requirements.

Notes:

1. Refer to Appendix K (780 CMR 120.K) for information on floor protector thermal

conductivity calculations 2. Various “hearth rugs,” “mats,” “tile board,” “hearth board” and similar products sold as floor protectors may be noncombustible but may not satisfy thermal conductivity requirements to comply with 780 CMR 6007 and

manufacturer’s requirements.

6001.8.4 Pellet Fuel-burning Appliances. Flue lining and vent systems for use in masonry chimneys with pellet fuel-burning appliances shall be limited to the following:

1. Flue lining systems complying with 780 CMR 6001.8.1.

2. Pellet vents listed for installation within masonry chimneys. (See 780 CMR 6001.8.6

for marking.)

6001.8.6 Notice of Usage. When a flue is relined with a material not complying with 780 CMR 6001.8.1, the chimney shall be plainly and permanently identified by a label attached to a wall, ceiling or other conspicuous location adjacent to where the connector enters the chimney. The label shall include the following message or equivalent language:

THIS CHIMNEY FLUE IS FOR USE ONLY WITH [TYPE OR CATEGORY OF

APPLIANCE] APPLIANCES THAT BURN [TYPE OF FUEL]. DO NOT CONNECT

OTHER TYPES OF APPLIANCES.

6001.8.1 Residential-type Appliances (General). Flue lining systems shall comply with

one of the following:

1. Clay flue lining complying with the requirements of ASTM C 315 or equivalent.

2. Listed chimney lining systems complying with UL 1777.

3. Factory-built chimneys or chimney units listed for installation within masonry chimneys.

4. Other approved materials that will resist corrosion, erosion, softening, or cracking from

flue gases and condensate at temperatures up to 1,800°F (982°C). 
